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Absences: Please call the Barnard Absence line (823-4301) before the start of the school day to notify us if your child will be out…THANK YOU!  I will collect work that they missed during his/her absence and send it home upon return.  

Assessments: I will be assessing your child many times formally and informally throughout the year to keep parents informed of progress and to drive future instruction.  Formal assessments for math, reading, writing, and letter/sound knowledge will be done for report cards.
Author of the Month:  Each month, our class will be learning about a different author.  We will be reading books by this author all month long along with doing activities to go with some of the books.

[image: image3.wmf]Birthdays:  Per Barnard’s school policy, students may not bring edible treats in for their birthday.  If you would like to send in your child’s favorite book for me to read aloud you may do so.  You may also choose if you’d like to donate a favorite book to our classroom birthday box for us to read all year long. I will let the birthday child choose a prize from our prize box and bring home a special book to read over night.  Please return the classroom birthday book, Corduroy’s Birthday, the very next day.
[image: image4.wmf]Centers:  You'll be hearing about center time all year. This is our independent work time when the children explore workstations or centers. Centers give children responsibility for their work and help them manage their time.  The centers that are mandatory involve writing, reading, working with words, math and other main concepts in the kindergarten curriculum.  

Conferences: Barnard holds conferences twice a year.  We will meet in October and by teacher request in March.  When conference time nears, you will sign up for a time to meet with me.  It is very important to me that I get the opportunity to meet with each family at these conference times.  

Clothing: Please send in an extra set of clothing to be kept in your child’s backpack.  We often have accidents in Kindergarten and sometimes we spill or go down a wet swing or slide. Also, please dress your child appropriately for the weather.  Given Michigan’s climate, I understand this can be difficult at times. If in doubt, send the jacket!  All outdoor clothing needs to be LABELED with your child’s name. 
Communication:  Good communication is essential to the growth of our children and I invite you to contact me via telephone or email when you have concerns or questions.  You can also put notes in your child’s folder and I will reply.  My email address is htodorovich@troy.k12.mi.us .  My classroom phone number is (248) 823-4322. 
Class Books: Students will be making class books for sharing.  You will have a chance to enjoy these books as they rotate home.  Please send back class books the very next day.  
[image: image5.wmf]Discipline: My classroom discipline philosophy is based upon positive    reinforcement.  I give students guidance in making good decisions about his/her behavior, and thus an opportunity to learn in a positive, nurturing classroom environment.  To encourage students to follow our classroom rules I use many different forms of positive feedback.  We earn letters for a classroom puzzle and prize.  I may pass out tickets; give stars for listening as well as recognizing appropriate behavior with verbal praise, positive notes, stickers, stamps, and other positive reinforcement.  Children who need reminders about making good choices are treated individually and with respect.  I have a private problem-solving conversation with students to help them resolve conflict or make better choices. 
Daily Four:  This is a researched based program that increases student achievement in reading.  During Daily 4 students will be independently engaged in meaningful literacy stations.  Children work toward reading independently, writing about reading, reading to a buddy, listening to stories, and practicing sight words.

Dismissal Time:  Please inform me of any changes in your child’s dismissal routine 
in writing.    I am required to send the note to the office to be recorded in order to know that all children are safe and in the appropriate place.  As always, I value your input and like to give parents my full attention when they have a question or concern.  I will not be able to provide this kind of attention at dismissal time.  If you would like to talk with me, please send a note with your child, call or email me.  My main concern at dismissal time is helping each child get home safely.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation!
[image: image6.wmf] Email: I have found that one of the easiest ways to communicate is through email.  I

 check my school email every day.  Please contact me at htodorovich@troy.k12.mi.us   
Emergencies: You will be contacted in the event of an emergency involving your child.  To ensure that we can reach you, don’t forget to keep your child’s emergency cards up to date in the office.  

[image: image7.wmf]Field Trips:  We take field trips throughout the year.   For each field trip, I ask for volunteers to come along.  All parents chaperoning on field trips or working in the classroom must complete a background check through the Troy School District.  This is   for the safety of our children. You must include a copy of your license.
[image: image8.wmf]Guided Literacy Groups:  I begin working with children on reading strategies, concepts of print, and comprehension in a large group right away.  I will also meet with small leveled groups throughout the year. Small groups are very important in helping children learn and strengthen their reading.  

[image: image9.wmf]Homework: A monthly homework calendar will come home at the beginning of each month and should be returned at the end of the month.  Additionally, math homework will come home in your child’s red folder on Mondays and be returned on Fridays.  Occasionally there may also be an additional homework assignment or project.  Students will be expected to do 5 min. of daily reading beginning in October.  This can be a parent reading to the child, parent and child reading together, or the child reading to the parent. 
[image: image10.wmf]Important notes: Please return ALL important notes such as, book orders, permission slips, emergency information, etc. in the red folder. 
Independence:  One of the most important aspects of kindergarten is developing independence.  Children will be encouraged to do as much as they can for themselves in the classroom.  You can help with their independence by giving them responsibilities at home and working with them on self-help skills. 

[image: image11.wmf]Jobs in the Classroom: Our Special person of the day will also be responsible for our classroom jobs such as line leader, attendance person, lights, clean-up bell.  

[image: image12.wmf]Keep Mrs.Todorovich Informed: Your children are very special and important to me.  They will come to know a lot about me, and I hope to learn about their interests, families and hobbies.  Please keep me informed of special achievements or events that occur in their lives.    
[image: image13.wmf]Literacy: In kindergarten, we teach literacy concepts using a balanced literacy approach.  Children are immersed in a print-rich environment where guided reading, shared reading, working with words, read-alouds, phonemic awareness, oral language, modeled writing, shared writing, writing workshop, and reading workshop take place daily.  WOW!  
Lunch: This is the most confusing part of our Kindergarten day as we start our year.  Please discuss with your child each morning if they are buying lunch and exactly what they will be buying for lunch.  Children often get confused with their snack and lunch. Please pack snacks separately from lunch.  If your child is unsure, please label it.  Troy Schools offers a prepaid lunch system online through Myschoolbucks.  Lunch can also be prepaid in the office.  If you are sending in money for lunch, please put this money in an envelope or baggie clearly labeled with your child’s name.
[image: image14.wmf]Math: In Math Expressions, TEACHERS create an inquiry environment and encourage constructive discussion. STUDENTS invent, question, model, represent and explore, but also learn and practice important math strategies. Through daily math talk students explain their methods and, in turn, become more fluent in them. Mathematics content and models connect and build across the grade levels to provide a progression of teaching and learning that aligns precisely with the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. This program utilizes “hands-on” manipulative experiences to establish a firm foundation in mathematics. Concepts covered include numeration, patterning, measurement, geometry, number operations, calendar, graphs, and estimation.
Money: Please send ALL money that comes to school for things such as parties, t-shirts, field trips, lunch, etc. in an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name and what the money is for.
[image: image15.wmf]Notes:  Anytime there is a change in your child’s dismissal routine, I need to have a note that I can show the office.  If your child is riding home with someone or being picked up by someone different, we need to be aware of this change in writing.  

[image: image16.wmf]Open Lines of Communication: Please let me know if you have ANY concerns or questions regarding your child throughout the year.  I feel that it is our job to work together as partners to help your child have a successful first year.  

[image: image17.wmf]Permission Slips:  Please read through all permission slips carefully and return them signed by the specified date.

Picking up Your Child Early: If for any reason your child needs to be picked up before our dismissal time, a parent must sign them out in the office first.  The office will notify me and I will send your child down.  If your child is late coming to school, they must sign in at the office before coming to our room.  Please do not come to our classroom door to take your child early or drop them off late.

Parties: We will have many special days and celebrations throughout the year.  Some of these include: Halloween party, Holiday Party, Valentine’s Day, and 100th Day of School. We will have room parents in charge of organizing activities and food for these parties. We cannot have any younger siblings attend these parties for safety reasons. 
Phonemic Awareness and Phonics-Children will learn the foundational skills for Reading and Writing through our TSD Phonics Program. 

[image: image18.wmf]  

Quick Goodbyes Leave Dry Eyes
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Red Communication Folders: Your child will bring home their red folder each day.  I use these folders to send home important information and notes.  Please check and empty folder daily and return it to school the next day.  
Report Cards: Your child will receive a kindergarten report card documenting their progress in December, March and again in June.  
Recess: Time and weather permitting children will have outdoor recess every day.  Please send your child in weather appropriate clothing every day.
Rules: We make our rules together during the first week of school.  By having the students make up the rules themselves, they have a sense of ownership and will be more likely to follow them.  

ROOM PARENTS/PARTY COORDINATORS---We are looking for Room Parents to work together to plan/organize our class parties.  This is a fun opportunity to get to know some of the parents in our classroom and help out at the same time!

[image: image20.wmf]Snack:  We will take 10 minutes each day for the children to eat a small snack.  Please provide 1 HEALTHY snack for morning and 1 HEALTHY snack for the afternoon.  Remember that 1 item of food is sufficient as it should only a small snack. Some good snack suggestions are: all fruits, granola bars, crackers, pretzels, nuts, cheese, muffins, hard boiled eggs, veggies and dip, half a sandwich, yogurt, dried fruit. Please do not send chips, cookies, candy, poptarts, sugar cereals or other sugary items for snack time! These are great dessert items for lunch.  (NO JUICE BOXES PLEASE for snack time!). 
Also, we have a drinking fountain available in the room for the children to use as needed.  All Kindergarten teachers are asking that you keep personal water bottles at home or in their lunch box.  We will not have water bottles in the classroom as Kindergarten children spill very often.  
Science: The Troy School District has adopted a kit-based science program that promotes exploration and active learning through hands-on experiences in the area of science.  The three kits at the Kindergarten level are as follows:

Weather and Climate
Plants and Animals

Motion—Pushes and Pulls
Siblings in the Classroom: The safety of the children in our class is of utmost importance.  Many times throughout the year we will have field trips, class celebrations and other occasions when volunteers are needed.  Because we want to focus on our kindergartners, their learning and their safety, siblings will not be able to accompany us.  

Social Development: We have many routines in place to help promote social learning and development.  Children are taught playing fair strategies, conflict resolution and stress reduction.  We will participate in songs and role playing as well as a friendship circle frequently.  Social and emotional development is just as important as cognitive development and we will work hard to help each child grow. 
SeeSaw: I will share classroom information through the SeeSaw App.  You will need to sign up once I send you an invitation. 
[image: image21.wmf]Taking Risks: One thing I emphasize in our room is that it is OK to make mistakes.  I share with the children the mistakes I make and how I learn from them.  I want children to feel safe and supported and understand that I am here to help, teach and guide them.  I want children to know that taking risks are encouraged and part of learning. 

Teamwork: In our classroom, we work as a community or team.  When one child is struggling, or needs help, we reach out to give our support.  During our first weeks of school we will really focus on getting to know each other and how we can work together as a school family.  

Themes: In our classroom, we focus on different themes each week.  Theme teaching helps to tie in ideas and concepts.  Often the work that we do in centers is related to the theme we are studying.  For example, if we were focusing on colors the children might participate in color mixing in the science center, writing color words in the handwriting center, reading books about colors in the library, writing color poems in the writing center and much more.  

Toys: Please do not allow your child to bring toys to school.  Students will have the opportunity for sharing at special times throughout the year. Watch for special notes about these sharing opportunities.

[image: image22.wmf]Unique Children: All children are unique individuals.  No child develops at the same rate.  We must ALWAYS remember that childhood is a journey and not a race. We celebrate each child’s uniqueness in our class.  We learn about other cultures and what makes each of us special.  If you have a special tradition or holiday that you celebrate at home, send me a note so we can learn more about it!

[image: image23.wmf]Volunteers: Parents will be invited into the classroom to help once the kindergarteners are feeling comfortable in their new environment and our daily routines are set.  Field Trips and class parties are great ways to get involved.  Later in the school year, you may sign –up to be a MYSTERY Reader and surprise your child by coming in to read a book. 

[image: image24.wmf]Writing Workshop: One way that children learn to become writers is through 

  our writing workshop program. The children will write weekly and be a part of 
mini-lessons that enhance their skills.
World Wide Web: There are so many resources on the internet that parents can use in supporting their child’s learning at home.  Many of these websites have games that supplement concepts learned in kindergarten. Check out our kindergarten website for some ideas.
Web Site: We have a collaborative Kindergarten Website.  The address is:
 http://barnardkindergarten.weebly.com/
[image: image25.wmf]Xperience: We will have many wonderful eXperiences this year such as, cooking, crafts, science experiments, making class books, reading, and playing many learning games.

[image: image26.wmf]You: You can help to make your child feel successful this year by doing some of the following: Reading to your child is the single most important thing you can do.  It encourages them to become good readers.  Also, asking them questions about their day like, “What did you learn today?” “What did you work hardest at?” Or, “What are you getting better at?”  Don’t let them tell you “nothing.”  It is also very important that you work with your child on their homework.  Encourage your child to ask questions at school.  Informed children are confident children.  Talk positively about school.  Show enthusiasm for learning, it is contagious!

[image: image27.wmf]Zipping, Tying, and Buttoning: Help your child to become more independent in getting dressed.  This will help tremendously when getting our gym shoes on or getting ready to go outdoors!

ZZZZZ’s- Each day we will have rest time that will last for about 30 minutes.  Students may bring in a small blanket and small stuffed animal.  

Thank you so much for coming tonight!  We are going to have a wonderful year together!

Mrs. Todorovich
(248) 823-4322
htodorovich@troy.k12.mi.us
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